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Cyrillic letter

bl bI

93
[{ONTs}
Aa

Name of letter
a(a)

b (be)

v (ve)

g (ge)

d (de)

e (ve)
(yo)
(zhe)

z (ze)

i (ee)
short i (i kratkoje)
k (ka)

| (el)

m (em)
n (en)

0 (0)

p (pe)

r (er)

s (es)

t (te)

u (00)

f (ef)
(ha)
(tse)
(che)
(sha)
(shcha)
hard sign
(i)

soft sign
(e)
(yoo)
(va)

English pronunciation
father

but

visa

gallery

doctor

yes

beyond
pleasure

z00

visa

boy

kind

full

mum

not

hot

pie

Russia

sun

talk

full

food, philosophy
Bach, Loch Ness
pizza, quits
chair

shock

posh china




Ypok 1.....

(urok)

Cultural component: Russian language and people

Greeting someone and saying goodbye

o Hil MpuseT!
o Goodbye. [o cBuaanus.
o Bye! Mokal

Alphabet: K, O, M, E, T, A
Identifying people and things

o Who's this? KTo 3T0?

o What's this? Yto a10?
Agreeing and disagreeing

o Yes,itis. Ja, aTo ...

o No, it isn’t. HeT, aTO HE ...

Thanking and responding to thanks
o Thank you. Cnacu6o.
o You're welcome.  [MoxanyncTa.

Personal Pronouns in the Nominative Case

Informal greeting and introduction ) o1.01

MpuseT, 9 AHHa.
Privyet ya Anna

MpuBeT, S AHTOH.

Privyet ya Anton

NpUBET

privyet

A I

ya

MpuserT, 5 .

The link verb “to be” (am, is, are) is not used
in Present tense.

Unlike English “I”, Russian “a” isn’t capitalized
unless it’'s the first word in a sentence.
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The first 6 letters ) o1.02

These first 6 letters are essentially the same as the English ones.
The vowels o and a are short, and e is like “yes”.

A a as in ‘father O O as in ‘hot’ E e as in ‘yes’
K K as in ‘kind’ I I as in ‘top’ M Masin ‘mum’

We can form several words using these letters:

aKT act MamMa mum -
o - KOMeTa
aToMm atom Tema theme
aTaka attack Tam there
KoMeTta comet TOM tome (volume)
KOT cat TOMaT tomato

Kak? how?

KTOo? who?




Pronunciation:; stress

in a word “KOT’,

unstressed vowel is passed over quickly, almost “reduced”.

Vowel ‘0o’
This is particularly so with vowel ‘0’:

The sound [0] occurs only in stressed syllables.
e.g. kot (kot)

If an [0] comes immediately before the stressed syllable of the word,
it is “reduced” to sound like an [a] in “mother”.

e.g. komera (kameta)
Tomat  (tamat)
Mockea (maskva) Moscow

In any other position in the word, an unstressed [0] sounds like the second
syllable in the word “matter”

aTom (a4tem)

However many syllables there are in a word, only one of them can be stressed.
The stressed vowel is given its “full value”, i.e., pronounced quite distinctly, whereas the

) 01.03

Stress is very important in Russian. It is indicated by a mark (') above the vowel which needs

to be accented in the pronunciation of the word. For example in a word MaMa it is the first “a”.
And if the word has only one syllable which means one vowel, the stress mark is not used, like

Russian vowels

Russian has FIVE basic vowel sounds, for which there are TEN vowel letters,
two for each sound, and they correspond with English vowels more or less.

) o1.04

English vowel A E @) U

Hard Russian A a 9 > Oo Yy y

vowel

(gs in father)  (asin every) (asinon) (as in full)
aToM 3TO TOM CTyAeHT
(student)
SotRssan A g Ee Eé 01w
Ve (as in yard) (as in yes) (as in beyond) (as in use)
AW TemMa €€ her MEeHHK
(yeyo) (menyu)

bl bI

Tbl

U n

(as in visa)
MUBO beer
(pivo)

Ypok 1
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Sentence structure:

statements, questions and ansSwers

@) o1.05

KTO? (ko)
yTto? (shto) what? (inanimate)

who? (animate: people and animals)

ITO (eta) thisis, these are
Aaa (da) yes

HeT (nyet) no

HE (ne) not

Statement sentence

3To mama.

Asking questions with kTo? (who?)

KTO 3TO?  Whois this?
JTO Mama.

Question:

Answer:

This is mum.

This is mum.

Nominative Case

All Russian nouns decline. This
means that their endings
change according to the case
being used. There are 6 cases
in Russian. The main use of the
Nominative Case is to express
the subject of the sentence.

Uto 3T0?
3TO KomeTa.

3710 KOMmeTa?
[la, aTo komerTa.

910 atom?
Her, ato He aTom.
Asking question with 4T0? (What?) OTO KOMETA.
Question: Yt0o 3107? What is this?*
answer:  ITO TOMAT. This is a tomato. **

*  There is no present tense of the verb ‘to be’ (am, are, is) in Russian, but it exists

in the past and the future.
**  There are no articles (a, an, the) in Russian

Asking questions “Is this__ 77

910 mama?

Oa, 3TO mMama.
HeT, 3TO He Mama.

Question:
Positive answer:

Negative answer:

Is this mum?
Yes, this is mum.

No, this is not mum.

Ypok 1



Practice: @) o1.06
Ask as many questions as you can about each pPICtulre

YT0 3707
370 aToMm.

370 atom?
Aa, ato

3710 KOT?
HeT, aTo He
310

MMBO (pivo)

yAJ{ UEPHBIA

HUndusicknit £

Ypok 1 7



Personal pronouns

A

(ya)

Thbl

(ty)

OH

(on)

OHa

(ana)

OHO

(ano)

Mbl

(my)

Bbl

(vy)

OHU

(ani)

you

they

CTy,qéHT (student)
CTy,D,é HTKa (studentka)
[LOKTOP (doctar)

apTUCT (artist)

MpueeT, 8 SMma.
A cTyaeHTka.
(ya studentka)

@) o1.07

student (man)
student (qgirl)
doctor

artiste

KYPHANUCT (zhurnalist) ~ journalist

3T0 3'MMa. This is Emma.

OHa CTyAeHTKa. She is a student.
(ana studentka)

Tbl CTyaeHTKa?  Are you a student?
(ty studentka) ;

Ha, a9 cTyaeHTKa. Yes, | am a student.
(da ya studentka)

370 AHTOH.

(on student)

OH CTyfEeHT.

This is Anton.
He is a student.

Like French and German,

Russian has preserved the
second person singular
pronoun. This pronoun Tbl is
used in familiar address
between friends, family,
children, and when addressing
children.

In a formal form of address the
second person plural pronoun
Bbl (VYy) is used.

Thbl CTYAEHT?
(ty student)

(da ya student)

Are you a student?

Na, a cTyaeHT.

Yes, | am a student.

OH CTyAeHT?
(on student)

(da on student)

Is he a student?

[a, OH CTYAEHT. Yes, | am a student,
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Lesson 1 summary @) o1.08

GRAMMAR

1. Absence of Articles

Russian has no definite or indefinite articles such as a, an, or the.

2. Absence of link verb “to be” in the present tense.

There is no present tense of the verb “to be” (am, is, are) in Russian.

3. Questions
The word order in an interrogative sentence is usually the same as in the
declarative sentence.

e.g. 3tokoT. (Thisisacat) 310 koT? (Is this a cat?)

4. The negative particle ‘not’.
English ‘no’ is ‘HeT’ in Russian. The negative particle ‘He’ is pronunced
jointly with the word negated.

e.g. 3710 KkoT? HeT, aTo He koT. (No, it's not a cat)

5. Interrogative pronouns

who? KTO? what? 4TO? how? Kak?

6. Nominative Case

All Russian nouns decline. This means that their endings change according to the case being used. There

are 6 Russian cases in all. The main use of the Nominative case is to express subject of the sentence

Ypok 1
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SENTENCE STRUCTURES

1. Declarative: 3710 KoT.
Interrogative: 3710 KOT?

2. Question: Kto ato?
Answer: 310 Mama.
Question: YT10o 3107?
Answer: 370 KOMeTa.
Questions: 370 TOMaT?
Answers: [a, 370 TOMaT.

Het, 3TO He TOMaT.

370 maTpéLuka.
(matryoshka)

USEFUL EXPRESSIONS

npuset hil

o CBVI,EI,éH na goodbye

(da svidaniya)

noxé bye

(paka)

cnacu6o thank you

(spasiba)

HO)KéﬂyﬁCTa don’t mention it / please

(pazhalusta)

X0 pomd good, well done
(kharasho)

M and

e.g., 3To mama 1 nana.

d  and/while, distinguishing one thing
from another,

e.g., 9To mama, a 3ato Tom.

This is mum, and (while) this is Tom.

Ypok 1
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Ypok 2
(urok)

e Alphabet: c,p,n, H, B, 1

e Personal Pronouns in the Accusative Case

¢ Introductions
MeHs 30BYT _
Kak Bac 30ByT?

e Unstressed vowels “e” and “a”

"""""

Mocxaa Cwm Moskva -City.
Moscow International Business Center.

In pairs act the following conversation:

Student A

MpueeT, A
" ®
A BbI O‘-IEHb paa. Very pleased. (to meet you)
(ochin’ rat) You say that if you are a man
Student B
a__ Q@ .
MpuBerT. OuyeHb pana. Very pleased. (to meet you)

(ochin’ rada) You say that if you are a woman

Qr-"

A KTO 310? (pointing at another student)

Student A O‘-IEHI: HpVIFlTHO Very pleasant / nice.
910 (ochin’ priyatna)
Student B

MpuBeT, 9 AHHa.
Privyet ya Anna

OH cTyAeHT? or OHa CTyAEeHTKa?

Student A

[a, oH cTyAeHT / OHa CTyAEeHTKa.
or

HeT, oH He cTyneHT / oHa He
cTtyaeHTka. OH/ oHa

Student B T, 9 AHTOH.
Cnacu6o.
No ceupaHus!

Student A
No cBupaHus!
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LettersC P NN U B H @) 02.02

The next 6 letters are not like the English letters.

This might help you remember these letters:
CCCP — the former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
n — Pi math simbol

C c as in “Soviet” P p as in “republic”
cropT sport peCTOpéH restaurant
CMOPTCMEH  sportsman onepa opera
CHOpTCMéHKa sportswoman opKéCTp orchestra
cTon stop TeaTp theatre
camoBap samovar MeTpPO metro
TOCT tost

KOCMOGC cosmos

Kécca cashier / box office

I-I n as in “pie”

n
nana dad
napk park
nacnopt  passport
anTeka pharmacy

MMaHUHO  pianino
AMaHUCT  pianist

Ypok2 12



M M as in “visa”
"

NHTEPECHO
Takcu
apTucT
apTucTka
KPUTUK
npumMep

and
interesting
taxi

artist (a man)
artist (a woman)
critic
example

BUHO
nuBO
Mocksa
BOT

wine

beer

Moscow
right here

H H as in “not”

HeT

He

KMHO
KMHOTeaTp
OH

OHa

no

not

cinema
movie theatre
he

she




What is your name?

Literally Russians ask “How do they call you”?
Polite (formal) form:

Kak Bac 30BYyT?

(zavut)
How you (they) call?
(ACCUSE%‘tlve” OyT ending indicates
form of “you person plural “they”)

object position)

Familiar form:

Ka|< Te6S 30BYT?

you called?

(familiar in the accusative)

To answer you Would say:

MeHﬂ 30BYT

(they) call
(“I" in the
accusative)

( I in the accusative)

@) 02.03

ﬂpa’KTMKa (practice)
A: Kak Bac 30ByT?

MeHs 30ByT
MeHsi 30ByT
OyeHb NPUSTHO.

> W x> w

>

Kak Te6s1 30ByT?

0

Kak ero 30ByT?
: Ero 30ByT

Kak eé 30ByT?
. Eé 30ByT

. Kak Bac 30ByT?

OueHb paa/paga.

MeHsi 30ByT

What's his name?

His nameis__

What’s her name?

Her name is

Personal pronouns in the accusative cases

The words: I, me, you, he, him, she, her, it, we, us, they, them are called personal pronouns.
I, you, he, she, it, we, they are used mainly as subjects before verbs, while me, him, her, us, them

are used as objects, e.g.:

SUBJECT OBJECT
Nominative case Accusative case
I ¥ ] him.
A nobnio ero.

(lyublyu)
He ) 4 me.
OH nobur MeHS.

(lyubit)

OH nobuT eé. OHa NbuT ero.
He loves her. She loves him.

Nominative case
(subject position)

Al —>
(va)

Tblyou ——
(ty)

OH he —>
(on)

OHA she ——
(ana)

OHO it —
(ano)

Mblwe —
(my)

Bbl you ——>
(vy) |

OHWN they ——
(ani)

Accusative case
(object pos’ition)

MEHA me
(minya)’
TebSA you
(tibya)

ero him
(jivo)

€€ her
(jiyo)

ero it
(jivo)

HaAC us
(nas)

BacC you
(vas)

MUX them
(ih)

Ypok2 14



Pronunciation: stress. Unstressed vo e ) 02.04

In unstressed syllables, e is pronounced close to [i], e.g.,

MeHs (minya)
Tebs (tibya)
MeTpo (mitro)

nHTepecHo (intiresna)

The [j] is preserved if unstressed e begin the word or follow vowels, e.g.,
ero (jivo)
eé (iyo)

Voiced and unvoiced consonants

Some consonants are pronounced with vibration of the vocal cord ('voiced’), and others without
vibration (‘'unvoiced’). There are 6 pairs of voiced and unvoiced equivalents:

Voiced: B I 3 O B X
Unvoiced n K C T o uWw

Usually when a voiced consonant is the last letter of the word, it is pronounced like its unvoiced
pair. In today’s lesson we came across our first example of this: pag (rat).

Lesson 2 summary ) 02.05

Grammar: pronouns in Accusative case

Pronouns in the subject position (nominative case):
4 (1), Tbl (you), OH (he), OHA (she), OHO (it),
Mbl (we), Bbl (you), OHW (they)

Pronouns in the 0 b|ec posmon (accusative case):

MeHs (me), TeBSI (you), €ro (him), €& (her), €ro (it), Thl 1 BbI
Hac (us), BacC (you), UX (them) A. C. MywkuH [1828]
MycToe Bbl CEPAEYHBIM Thl
The empty you by the warm thou
Sentence structures OHxa, 06MonBACh, 3ameHuna
She by a slip of tongue replaced
Kak BbI1? How are you? ) ,
. , . M Bce cyactnuebie MeyThl
Kak Bac 30ByT? What's your name? (polite) And all the happy dreams
Kak Te6s 3OBy'T? What's your name? (informal) B ayLue Bno6néHHoi Bo3byauna.
Mens 3OBy'T _ My name is In the soul in Iov’e stirred up. ’
lNpen Hen 3aayM4nBO CTOLO,
Before her pensively | stand,
Useful expressions CBEeCTY OYEll C HEé HET CUMbl;
OueHb pap. (if you're a man) Very pleased. (to meetyou) |  1Nereis no strength to take eyes off her;
¢ ’ . , M roBopto eir: Kak Bbl Musbl!
0"-I9Hb pa.qa’. (if you're a woman) Very pleased. (to meet you) i) 6D T e T 6 i
OueHb npusTHO. Nice to meet you. W mbicnito: kak Te6s niobnio!
Cnacu6o Gonblioe. Thank you very much. And | think: how | love thee!
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